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Conference Highlights 
The Southwest States RC&D Association recently held its annu
members and staff attended the event and returned with  insigh
their project goals.  In addition to tours and  planned concurrent
organizations can make a difference in their communities by do
conference attendees learned that Federal funding for RC&D co
longer be provided office space, equipment and the services of 
appear imminent.  Councils will face an unprecedented challeng
implement projects that address the resource concerns of their 
represented at the conference had always been self-sufficient.  
space or government-appointed personnel.  Their activities were
committed council members and project partners.   In anticipatio
exploring options for the future, and considering ways to fulfill its
culture and stimulate economic opportunities, while empha
like to join our efforts, please contact us at acadianarcd@hotma
 

 Where “Green is Brown” 
… and where “POOYIE” is not just another Cajun expletive…  T

trees thriving in the middle
Ken and Phyllis Arceneaux
forty acres, Ken and his sta
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al conference in Dodge City, Kansas.  Acadiana RC&D Council 
ht and a better understanding of how other councils achieve 
t sessions, keynote speakers emphasized how individuals and 
ing what they love and believe in.  Coincidentally, during the 
ouncils nationwide may be cut.  Thus, RC&D Councils will no 
a Federal coordinator.  At this writing, those funding cuts 

ge:  to become self-sufficient while continuing to develop and 
regions.  It was encouraging to also learn that a few councils 
 These councils were effectively functioning without office 
e truly self-directed, and relied on the volunteer efforts of 
on of sweeping change, Acadiana RC&D Council members are 
s mission:  “To create partnerships that support local 
asizing protection of the natural environment.”  If you would 
ail.com.   

The place is known as Oak Heart Farms because of two old oak 
e of a heart-shaped driveway.  Once his father’s family land, 
x, now own and operate a thriving business venture there.  On 
aff produce a natural soil amendment being sold as the 



 

y ,
trademarked “POOYIE”.   A
(hay, straw, manure, rice h
conditions.  Ken emphasiz
philosophy because it rem
soil-restoring commodity.  
Healthy soils also retain gr
greenhouse gas emissions
a second product, “Cajun G
pepper, etc.) clippings and
raw material render a rich,
moisture retention and soil

consistently greater crop and garden yields with less artificial fe
POOYIE territory on the web at www.OakHeart.info.    

 

Mike Huval serves on this council as a representative of  St. Ma
now, however, serving his parish in a whole, new capacity.  He 
election, becoming the state representative from District 46, tak
finish out the legislative term of Fred Mills, Jr.  

Mike has exhibited a long-time commitment to his community.  H
St. Martin Parish  government since 1995 as Vice president of t
then as Chairman of the parish council, a post he held for ten ye
served, usually in a leadership capacity on numerous church an
organizations.  He owns a small business and is a life-long resid

Huval says he owes his victory to all the people he serves.  “I'm
but the people helped me become their next state representativ
another election in the fall after new districts are drawn, Mike vo
“a representative for all the people in the new district." 

Council Member Success 

Every year Acadiana RC&D 
2011 at ULL’s Model Sustainable Agriculture Complex at the Ca
from around the state competed on Saturday, April 2 for the opp
the largest high school environmental education competition in 
Math, Science and the Arts - Blue Team, will travel to New Brun
 
Among the ten teams that competed were local school teams fr
Teams 1 and 2 from Arnaudville. After months of instruction and
forestry and this year’s current issue.  Students are additionally 
fresh and salt water estuaries.   
 
Louisiana Envirothon sponsors include Entergy; ExxonMobil Ba
Agriculture and Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries, and Environme
Louisiana Association of Conservation Districts; Acadiana RC&
Louisiana Section; Louisiana Environmental Health Association
Association.  To learn more, visit the Louisiana Envirothon webs

Student Success 



p g
Aptly named because it is derived from horse stable bedding 
hulls), the material is composted under carefully managed 
zes that this product contributes to the “Going Green” 
oves a noxious waste stream and creates a valuable, natural 
Better soil health reduces soil erosion and nutrient run-off.  
reater quantities of atmospheric carbon and can reduce 
s.  While POOYIE is derived “straight-up” from horse bedding, 
Gumbo,” also incorporates vegetable (onion, garlic, bell 

d waste from Guidry’s Produce in Arnaudville.  Both sources of 
 natural humic substance that enhances soil fertility, soil 
l texture.  Proper application is crucial, but results are 
rtilizer and irrigation inputs.   For more information, please visit 

artin parish.  He is 
won in a special 
ing the seat to 

He has served in 
he police jury, 
ears.  He has also 
nd civic 
dent.   

m glad that I won, 
ve.”  Facing 
ows that he will be 

Representative Mike Huval (far right) 
cooks for the crowd at the  

Annual Meeting of the  
Acadiana Resource Conservation & 

Development Council  
(pre-election photo) 

Council members and staff volunteer at Louisiana Envirothon 
ade Farm.  This year was no exception. Ten high school teams 
portunity to represent Louisiana at Canon Envirothon, which is 
North America.  The first place team, Louisiana School for 

nswick, Canada in July to compete. 

rom Comeaux High School in Lafayette and Beau Chene FFA 
d preparation, students are tested in aquatics, wildlife, soils, 
required to make an oral presentation on the current issue, 

aton Rouge; Canon USA; ULL; Louisiana Departments of 
ntal Quality; Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service; 
D Council; NRCS; Air & Waste Management Association - 
; Borden's Milk Products; Louisiana Science Teachers 
site at  www.deq.louisiana.gov/envirothon. 



 

Quotable 

Acadiana Resource Conservation and Development
and economical concerns of south central Louisiana.  O
resources in Acadia, Avoyelles, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafa

Questions or Comments?  Call 337-8
To 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs
beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all prog
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202
of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washing
opportunity provider and employer. 

Get Involved!  (reminder of upcoming even

April 23, 2011 starting at 9:00 a.m. — B
especially needed.  Otherwise, organizers
stocked with water and trash bags.  Bring
Bayou Teche and partners of The Teche 
Arnaudville boat launch, and work will end

May 12, 2011 from 6:00 to 8:30 pm  — T
this training is at the Parks and Recreatio
interested in participating as a volunteer o
equipment can contact Woody Martin at h

The very process of the restori
which we become attuned to N

Students from across the state gather early in the day to start 
the competition. 
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t Council  is a non-profit organization that addresses the social, environmental 
Our primary focus is on the conservation, development and utilization of natural 
ayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary and Vermilion Parishes.  

96-0362 ext 3 or Visit Us on the Web  http://www.acadianarcd.com                       
Unsubscribe: click here 

s and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political 
grams).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 

2-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office 
gton, DC, 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal employment 

 
 
 

nts where your efforts are needed!) 
Bayou Teche Clean-up Day.  Volunteers with boats are 
s will do their best to place you on one, and keep volunteers 

g your own boots, work gloves and muscles to help Cajuns for 
Project with another clean-up effort.  The starting point is the 
d around 3:00 p.m. 

Training for citizens in water quality monitoring.  Location for 
on Oak Room, 300 Parkview Drive in New Iberia.  Persons 
or helping with funding support for sampling and safety 
hrmartin2sc@gmail.com or 337-298-8380.  

ing the land to health is the process through 
Nature and, through Nature, with ourselves.   

 ~Chris Maser, Forest Primeval 

First Place:  LSMSA—Blue 
News Brunswick – bound! 

Live Oak H.S. #3 workins as a team 
at the Soils testing site. 














